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1598

The patient is here for followup with multiple complaints. She apparently completed treatment for H. pylori with Prevpac, which she tolerated well. Her appetite has increased and she has been able to gain two pound since she was here last time. She has no abdominal pain. There is an issue of compliance with the blood pressure medication. The patient is becoming increasingly forgetful. She is going through significant stressors at home with family, children, etc. She is tolerating citalopram well. She complains of early morning stiffness and actually gets worse throughout the day and she is started to drop objects from her hands. On examination, she has no significant __________ of both hands. She is complaint with severe development of osteoarthritis. We will however obtain sedimentation rate, rheumatoid factor, ANA and x-rays of the hands. We will give her trial of prednisone, which hopefully will increase her appetite as well. For her forgetfulness, the patient will be started on Aricept 5 mg twice a day. Close followup is indicated.
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